GOSFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  - NOR'MrotfflBRL.''.KD . 


library 


h4SEP44 
0.1i-  ^4  { 


Co  unc  i 1 diai-ib  o r o , 
GOSFORTH. 

Aur;uGt,  1944. 


To  -the  Claalrnan  and  Mor.iboj’s rof  tho 
Gosforth  Urban  District  Council. 


Gont lemon , 

In  a.ccordancG  ¥/ith  tho  Minictry  of  Health  Circular  Ho. 
10/44  I boy  to  submit  a very  brief  intorin  report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  durinc  the  year  194oj  as  ucual  some 
details  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  cro  yivon  in 
tho  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  vfiich  is  presented 
horev/ith. 

Tho  official  statistics  furnished  by  the  Rcyistrar-Gonoral 
are  used  throughout  the  report^  in  all  cases,  whore  numbers  arc 
stated,  the  comparative  figures  for  1942  will  bo  inserted  in 
brackets. 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  civilian  population  at  mid  year  1943  v;a3 
20,090  (20,380)  - a further  decrease.. 


BIRTHS. 

331  (294)  live  births  and  7 (12)  still  births  wore  rcciatcroc 
duriny  the  year,”  the  birth  rate  was  16.4  (14.4)  compared  v;ith 
16.5  Tib. 8)  for  Fnaland  and  Wales. 

There  was  one  (0)  maternal  death  *•  tho  patient  died  at 

Vi/allsond. 

I N F ANT  i:0  RTA LI  TY . 

8 ,(4)  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  aoc  v^ers  reported 
Givinc  a rate  of  24.1  (13.6)  per  thousand  live  births;,  the 
cor  re  spondinG  fiyure  for  EnGland  and  Wales  \i/as  49  (4.9)  . 

W *■ 

DEATHS. 

There  wore  215  (193)  deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  aces; 
the  death  rate  was  10.7  (9.47)  per  thousand  per  annum  arainst 
a rate  of  12.1  (11.6)  for  Lnsland'and  W-los. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISHnSES. 

Apart  from  tuberculosis  504  (663)  notifications  v;Gro 
received-  tho  vast  majority  wore  in  respect  of  minor  illnesses 
such  as  Measles,  Vi/hooping  Coucli  end  Chi ckonpox;  only 
cases  of  Dysentery  wore  reported  compared  with  82  in  194^. 
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58  (23)  casGs  of  Scarlet  Fever  (one  non-civilian)  and  5 (10) 
cases  of  Diphtheria  were  net  ifiod  during  the  year  - none  of  the 
notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  had  been  inr.iuniscd* 

During  the  year  30  ( 62  o) children  v/ero  innunised  by 
General  Practitioners  and  294  (289)  at  the  V/olf  are  Centro  - a 
total  of  324j  included  in  this  total  are  38  children  residing 
outside  the  District  v/ho  attend  the  Welfare  Centro, 

7 (6)  deaths  wore  attributed  to  Pnounonia  but  none  to 
Corobro-spinal  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  i/lioopiny  Gou^h  or  Measles; 
one  tenporary  resident,  a child  of  16  nonths  vho  had  not  been 
imnunisod  died  of  Diphtheria  in  Walker  Gate  Hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

25  (22)  now  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  there 
v;crc  2 ’transfers  ’ fror.i  other  districts  and  two  old  cases  v/oro 
returned  to  the  royistcr;  14  (6)  deaths  occurred. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Consumption)  accounted  for  16  of 
the  25  nov/  notifications  and  12  of  the  14  deaths  • 

The  total  number  of  ’live*  cases  on  the  rocistor  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  118  (101)  - of  those  83  (73)  v/cre  pulmonary  and 
35  (28)  non- pulmonary . 

CHILD  V/BLFARE. 

1586  (1918)  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors  and  148  (146)  Cliild  Welfare  Sessions  were  held  at  the 
centre  at  which  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  8797  (8016) 
by  1080  (1023)  individuals  of  v/hom  343  (364)  wore  'now*  children; 
in  addition  876  (1123)  special  interviews  v/oro  rrantod  to  parents 
at  the  office  and  809  simple  drossings  wore  applied. 

Apart  from  the  148  Child  V/elfaro  Sessions,  23  Special 
Immunisation  Sessions  v/ero  held  at  which  675  Anti-diphtheria 
injootlona  wore  administered  to  294  children  and  59  Ultra-Violet 
soasienfl  at  which  826  exposures  wore  to  S5  chlldron. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION.  (Children  and  Youny,  Persons  Act,  1932  - 

rUrTTH 

The  Health 'Visitor  is  the  Inspector  under  this  Act;  there 
v/ere  no  children  on  the  reyistor  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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ANTE- NATAL  POST-NATAL  CLimCS. 

106  (104)  sessions  wore  hold  at  the  Contro  at  which  a 
total  of  960  (903)  attondanccs  woro  rocistcrodj  of  thoso 
235  (169)  wore  Anto-natal  first  visits  and  00  (106)  Post- 
natal first  visits,  51  out  of  the  286  Expectant  Mothers  on 
the  resistor  were  non-residents  of  Goaf orth. 

DENTAL  CLINIC. 

This  clinic  has  now  been  established  12  years.  During 
the  year  27  (26)  sessions  v/oro  held  and  57  (63)  children 
had  general  anaesthetics  adninistored  for  oultiplo  extractions 
and  ninor  operative  procedures.  The  total  of  attendances 
was  177  (209)  and  this  included  a nunbor  of  Ante-natal 
patients  who  reeftived  treatriont  for  the  relief  of  pain  or 
general  oral  sepsis, 

SC/iBIES. 


The  improvised  cleansing  centre  at  the  SandorsD  n 
Hospital  First  Aid  Post  continued  to  prove  of  groat  value. 

1203  treatnents  wore  adninistored  to  369  individuals  with 
satisfactory  results;  in  addition  433  sets  of  bodding,  etc, 
were  sterilised  and  56  visits  of  enquiry  and  advice  wore 
paid  to  the  houses  of  the  sufferers. 

REMARKS . 

A review  of  the  statistics  shoves  that  the  health  of  the 
district  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  spite  of  war  conditions. 
The  birth  rate  increased  and  the  number  of  still  births  was 
•only  slightly  more  than  half  those  registered  in  1942. 

The  death  rate  rose  slightly  but  v/as  well  below  the  national 
rate;  more  tuberculosis  and  infant  deaths  were  registered  than 
in  the  previous  year _but  the  rates  wore  also  lower  than  those 
of  the  country  as  a whole. 

i 

'■  The  most  notable  feature  in  connection  with  the 
notification  of  infectious  diseases  was  the  reduction  in 
eases  of  Dysentery.  Only  5 cases  of  Diphtheria  v/ero  reported 
and  none  of  the  patients  had  boon  immunised;  it  would  seem 
therefore  that  wc  are  reaping  the  benefit  of  the  vigorous 
Anti-diphtheria  campaigns  of  the  previous  two  years.  At  least 
95%  of  the  children  of  school  ago  have  been  'protected'  and 
every  effort  is  made  to  get  every  baby  immunised  before  its 
first  birthday.  There  was  a reduction  in  the  nunbor  of 
domiciliary  visits  but  this  was  duo  to  the  extra  work  in  the 
Clinic  and  partly  as  a result  of  siclmess  amongst  the  staff. 
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Vi/hilc  our  ficuros  :.cQ.aparQ,  .favgurably  j^ith^nost 
neighbo urinr  tov/ns  and  districts  thoro  is  still  room  for 
inprovoniont  and  with  this  in  view  a Health 'Wock  V7Cs  held 
in  the  Giyls  Senior  School  in  October.  Addresses, 
'illustratgd-'by  filns,  wore 'ai von  on ' Various  ' Health  topics, 
O.a.,  Pois^nal  and  Donestic  Cloanliness,  Podd,'  Tuberculosis, 
and  the  Caro*  of  the  Teothj  at  the  end  of  tho  wocic  the 
pupils  were  asked  to  write  an  essay  givina  their  inpressions 
and  the  hi^h  standard  of  many  of  theso  essays  showed  that 
Croat  interest  had  been  aroused  and  valuable  lessons 
lo'arnbd.  ^I't  is  hoped,  to  ext  aid  this  typo  of- work 
considerably' when  conditions  are  obre  norroal.'' 

it"  is  a pleasure  to  pay  a v/oll  deserved  tribute  to 
all  those  who  have  rendered  assistance  in  the  year’s  v/ork  - 
the  staffs  at  the  Health  Dopartnent,  the  V/olfare  Centre, 
the  Sanderson  First  Aid  Post,  and  the  lecturers  who 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Health  V/ock, 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  all  the  numbers  of  the 
Council  for  their  interest,  support  and  oncouracciaent. 

Yours'  faithfully,' 

V/.H.  DICKINSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SiWITAHI  INSPECTOR, 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  subnittinr^  a short  report  of  the  'V/ork 
of  the  Department  for  the  year  ending  51st  Doeombor,  1943, 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Fav;don  Faro  drainapo  outlet  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
¥;hile  the  slight  iriprovooent  reported  last  year  in  the,  condition 
of  the  effluent  free  the  City  Sowaye  V/orks  at  Fav;don  has  been 
maintained. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFlSE, 

The  regular  collection  of  refuse  and  sclvaye  from  promises 
throughout  the  district  continued  in  a satisfactory  manner 
durinr  the  year,  although  it  v/as  necessary  to  institute  a 
fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  from  certain  premises  in  order 
to  save  petrol  and  because  of  labour  shortaco.  Collection  of 
refuse  twice  per  v/ook  continued  throughout  the  Coxlodyo  area 
boiny  necessary  owin^  to  the  larco  amount  of  ash  and  coal  dross 
in  the  refuse  from  ■ miners  ’ <i^^'^cllins;s  . 

Vehicles  . The  thorough  ovurhaulinr  of  the  vehicles  of  the 
He  part men t duriny  1942  was  justified  by. the  freedom  from  trouble 
durin^  the  current  year,  end  while  some  of  the  vehicles  are 
bocominy  old  they  should,  -v/ith  care,  yivo  further  valuable  service. 

Refuse  loads  were  weiyhod  at  intervals  of  c fortnight  and 
averayos  estimated  from  those  weiyhinys.  The  total  amount  of 
refuse  collected  from  all  promises  (6150  in  number)  in  the 
district  duriny  the  y- ear,  waa  5715  tons  an  increase  of  558  tons 
on  the  osti"'ato  of  the  previous  year.  Of  the  quintity  collected, 
4782  tons  Y/ero  disposed  of  by  controlled  tippiny  at  the  Brunton 
Quarry  Tip,  and  953  tons  were . delivered  to  faros,  market  yardens 
and  allotments,  etc-.  This  latter  fiyuro  shews  a cen  si  dor  able 
reduction  in  the  amount  used  by  farms  and  yardens,  although  the 
saviny  in  transport  thereby  was  still  considerable.  The  overaye 
amount  of  refuse  (excludiny  salvaye)  collected  duriny  the  year 
was:  285.75  tons  per  thousand  of  the  population  and  0,929  per 
premises,'  These  fiyures  are  considerably  hiyher  than  last  year 
and  this  despite  fuel  rationiny  and  efforts  to  stimlcte  fuel 
economy,  ..... 

There  was  a noticeable  absence  of  putresciblo  material  in 
the  refuse  Vi/hich  v/as  principally  composed  of  ash  and  coal  dross, 
there  beiny  a decided  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  latter 
material  due  to  decline  in  the  quality  of  coal  available  for 
household  purposes. 
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SALVAGE . _ . Jr... . . 

Althourh  thopG  was  a reduction  in  the  amount  collected,  vAion 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  amount  remainod  considerable, 
and  the  district  continued  to  hold  v hiyh  place  in  the  Ministry’s 
monthly  returns.  Nearly  580  tons  of  material  v^ere  salvaged  during 
the  financial  year  ending  March,  1944,  the  income  being  £1819.  2'*  7d. 
Additional  income  from  special  refuse  collected  in  the  district  was 
£18.  19.  6d.  a considerable  decrease  on  last  due  to  certain  removals 
from  the  district.  < 

GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

^ 

4584  visits  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to  prenisos  in  the 
district  in  connection  with  various  Public  Health  and  Housing' 
matters.  There  v^ero  390  visits  made  re  infectious  diseases  and 
disinfections,  36  re  scabies,  38,  re  verminous  premis  e,s , 241  to 
various  food  premises,  24  in  connection  with  service  billots  etc., 
and  97  visits  of  supervision’  etc.,  over  refuse  and  salvage  collection 
and  disposal,  29  drain  tests  v;ere  alsoa.carriod  out  during  the  year. 

In  connection  with  the  above  visits  there  were  160  informal 
notices  served  relating  to  183  defects  or  nuisances-  of  various  kinds, 

Y/hile  only  one  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act  was  found 
necessary,  there  being  no  statutory  Housing  Act  notices  served, 

• SPECTIOIP /.ND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

A . DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  tv\;o  cowkeopers  shown  on  the  register  who  are  also  . 

retailers  of  milk,  and  tho  number  of  covi/s  kopt  was  approximately  ' . 

150,  the  majority  being  thos^;  of  the  T.T,  herd  at  Rod  House  Farm,  «■ 

Fav/don . 

As  reported  last  year  there  are  only  two  other  •oremises  in  thodistrict 
v;here  milk  is  bottled;  ia.  only  one  (Red  House  Farm,  Fawdon,)  is 
there  provided  satisfactory  steam  sterilisation  apparatus,  and 
there  remains  much  room  for  improvement  in  connection  with  the 
other  dairies.  It  is  hoped,  v/lion  iiormal  times  return  that  a much 
highers'tendard  will  bo  demanded  for  these  premises,  , 

(i)  It  was  not^ found  necessary  to  servo  any  notices  during  tho  | 

year  in  connection  with  covHaec-pcrs  premises  which  were  maintained 
in  quite  good  condition. 

samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  and  the  folloYs'ing  were  the  results;- 
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Test 

No.  of  sample. 

No  , found 

used . 

Grade  of  Milk 

. examined • 

satisfactory 

unsatis  . , 

Methylene 

Ungraded 

36 

22 

14 

Blue 

Accredited, 

17 

10 

7 

Test . 

11  T.T.n 

5 

2 

3 

Plate  Count. 

Pasteurised. 

10  • 

10'  ’ 

- 

B,  Tuberculosis 

Ungraded 

15 

15  ' 

Accredited. 

9 

7 , 

2 

"T.T.  *' 

1 

1 

Only  two  samples  out  of  25  samples  oxaminod  vyorc  found  positive 
on  examination  for  B.  tuberculosis,  this  bein^:  c much  bettor  result 
than  last  year. 

Over  40^  of  the  milk  smiplos  taken  this  year  ‘failed  the 
Methylene  Blue  test,  and  this  compares  unfavourably  with  the  33^ 
during  1942,  I am  convinced  that  there  is  room  for  much  improve- 
ment in  the  transport  handling  and  distribution  of  milk,  while  it 
is  disturbing  to  be  confronted  by  milk  producers  with  satisfactory 
results  of  samples  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  their 
Advisory  Scheme,  when  the  same  producer  is  being  taken  to  task  in 
connection  with  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  by  your  Council’s 
Health  E’epartment. 

(iii)  The  following  licences  for  the  sale  of  graded  milk  in  tho 
district  v/ere  issuedj-  ' ■■ - - 


To  “ sell  Tuberculin  Test  milk  . 7.  , « 2 

To  sell  Accredited  milk  , 1 


To  sell  Pasteurised  milk  (from  vehicles)  1 ‘ 

3.  .REGISTRATION  OF,  PREMISES, .(  Food  end  , Drugs  .Act,  1938 

Section  14) . 

• i 


No  additional  registrations  vi/oro  granted  during  thu  yoar  under 
this  section  and  the  number  remained  at  45.  Tho  general  standard 
of  food  promises  throughout  tho' district  remained  good,  but  action 
was  commenced  during  the  year  to-  deal  with  certain  rat  infestations. 
It  is  hoped  that  such  will  be  reduced,  if  not  cleared  altogether, 
in  due  course • 

C,  SLAUGHTER  HOUSE,  RBTi-3L  MEAT  SHOPS  etc. 

Tho  tvi/o  Small  slaughter  houses  were  again  licensed  during  ' 
the  year  although  there  appears  little  hope  of  them  ever  being 
u=!ed  " .ring  to  tho  centralisation  of  slaug^'.-ferlng  generally 
Lhroughout  the  country. 
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} 

] Moat  distribution  continuod,  contrail-^  iron  xlewcp’tlc  upon 

1'yno  and  conditions  in  connection  with  tlic  distribution  appeared 
£JOti sfa-ct-ory • 'Visits  wore  paid  to  all  neat  shops  durina  the 
year,  the  najority  boiny  nain'tainod  in  sa.tiafactorj'  condition* 

In  very  few  cases  v;as  it  necessary  to  ronind  the  occupiers  of 
the  necessity  for  care  in  cl'canliness  and  handling  of  ta.oir  food 

connodities.  - - - ' ^ 

In  connection  with  the  condeiination  of-  food  unf'it  for 
human  consunption  it  v/as  possible  in  nost  cases  to  salvaye  'the, 
naterial  for  piy  food  or  other  suitable  purposes,,  the  principc.l 
items  vi/ere: 


100  lb,  cabbaro, 

20  X 20  lb.  cauliflower. 
19i?  lb.  bacon. 

39.1b.  kippers, 

28  lb.  hnylish  Beef. 

1 cwt , beans. 


4 chickens, 

598  canned  ybods, 

30  lb.  imported  beef. 
15|-  lb  cheese. 

76  bars  of  chocolate. 
81  X 2 lb.  bays  flour. 


HO.USING. 


The  housing  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  i^ct  v/cre  found 
useful  for  dealing  with  most  housing  conditibrus  and  no  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  getting  the  laajority  of  defects  remedied, 
althourh  a number  of  matters  wore  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  "^Ko..  .formal  stops  were  taken  in  connection  with  over- 
crowding .o  r housing,  and  tlic  ro  remains  a considerable  demand 
for  dwelling  houses  in  the  district,  not  likely  to  bo  met  for 
some  considerable  time.  It  is  hoped  to  recom';''.enco  ro’gular 
house- to-house  inspections  when  staff  conditions  will  allovi/, 
as  the  post-v;ar  period  will,  in  all  probability,  bo  a very 
busy  time  in  housing  work. 


STAFF. 

I wish  to  pay  tribute  once  mohe  to  the  loyalty  of  the  staff, 
in  particular  to  ray  Assistant  Inspector,  Mr.  Liddlo,  who , ^ 
despite  advanced  age  continues  to  servo  the  Department  faithfully, 
and  to  Mr,  Smith  the  Cleansing  Foreman. 

Yours  faithfully, 

V/.  COIiffiFY. 

e Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Salvage  Officer, 


